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Zoning Has “Chilling Effect” -- Hams Say 


’ Comments on PRB-1, ARRL's request for 
limited FCC preemption of antenna regu la- 
tions is drawing comments. Many of the 
people who have suffered at the hands of 
local officials are recounting their own 
"horror stories" to the FCC. We are 
excerpting those comments to give you an 
overview of the more common complaints. 

One theme that runs through the comments 
is that Amateur Radio is being strangled 
by overly restrictive ordinances -- both 
by current hams "dropping out" and by 
would-be hams finding some less painful 
diversion. 

Marjorie G. Goumas, N6ECA, relates her 
family's experience with the town of 
Cerritos, CA. 

"In checking with our city's building 
permit department we were told that we did 
not need a permit -- so the tower was 
installed as per specifications of the 
manufacturer. Two weeks after the 
installation of our tower, we were issued 
an ordinance violation from the City of 
Cerritos for not having the tower attached 
to the house. This violation stemmed from 
a TVI complaint. The only problem was 
that only the tower was installed and the 
only antenna in sight was a TV antenna. 

We were told to remove everything as there 
were no provisions in the antenna ordi- 
nance for a free-standing tower, and if we 
didn't like it then we could move. 

"To keep our tower we had to institute 
court proceedings before the 20 days was 
up or face a fine of $500 per day and 
each day was a separate offense, so we 
also faced jail. In 1979, Cerritos suc- 
cessfully argued that we did not exhaust 
all legal means for relief -- had not 
applied for a variance. A Summary 
Judgment in favor of the City was issued 
by the Federal Court and we appealed that 
decision. We were forced to drop the 
appeal because the city refused to process 
our variance while litigation was stil] 
pending. The City Attorney admitted that 


variances for antennas had never been, and 


one amateur antenna. 


probably never would be, issued by 
Cerritos. After paying $350 to have the 
variance processed, the variance was 
denied." 

What effect does such activity have on 
young people who are just starting in ham 
radio or would like to become hams? 
Marjorie's son, Michael, KA6NXD, notes: 

"I am sixteen years old and am a Senior 
attending Cerritos High School. In 1980 I 
became interested in amateur radio and in 
1981 got my license. . . . Since 1982, I 
have lost almost all interest in amateur 
radio. I lost interest because the 
elected officials of Cerritos do not like 
amateur radio because they think our 
antennas are ugly and they do not want 
them in the city. My parents worked hard 
to have the original ordinance changed to 
permit free-standing towers and a set of 
standards for amateur antenna installa- 
tions which the amateurs could live with 
and still pursue their hobby. Then for 
some reason, the city officials apparently 
changed their minds of the possible bene- 
fits of amateur radio, and revoked the 
"workable antenna ordinance" and adopted a 
new ordinance which would allow us maybe 
I say maybe one ama- 
teur antenna, because, we already have 
three TV antennas and the ordinance per- 
mits only a total of three antennas on the 
property, and therefore one would have to 
come down to practice amateur radio. ... 
My friends also questioned why they should 
go to all the trouble and time to study 
for a license if they were not going to be 
able to use the license." 

Sheldon Epstein, K9APE, notes how fac- 
tors having nothing to do with electronics 
or radio often seem to taint local 
official's thinking: 

"Perhaps as a result of this, one of the 
members of the Zoning Board turned off the 
tape recorder used to record the public 
meeting, took me aside and said to me "If 
you and your people (referring to the fact 
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that both Gerber and I are Jewish) want 
these antennas, then you and your people 
should move the hell out of the Village 
and leave us alone." In fairness, it 
should be noted that a number of our 
Christian friends and neighbors - most 
notably Dr. & Mrs. Eric Gibbs - supported 
our efforts; however, they were not 
Village officials." 

Edward Radlo, AJ6V, shows how hams are 
often caught in a "Catch 22" situation 
with their own communities. 

"Another ordinance of Los Altos Hills 
provides for a criminal penalty of up to 
Six months in jail and a fine of up to 
$500 for each day that one violates any 
zoning ordinance of the town. This crimi- 
nal ordinance has been cited by the 
Assistant City Attorney of Los Altos Hills 
against radio amateurs who are trying to 
set up an emergency communications capabi- 
lity for the town in this earthquake-prone 
region. In other words, in Los Altos 
Hills, a threatened penalty for public 
service is life imprisonment and 
bankruptcy." 

Harvey G. Williams, W2FFU, has led a 
life of professional and public service 
heavily influenced by Amateur Radio. 

Would he do it again, given the burden of 
local rules? 

"Thinking back to my start in Amateur 
Radio in 1931, I feel that I would have 
given up if we had had present day antenna 
restrictions to cope with. The fact that 
I was able to pursue my hobby without 
these restrictions helped me very much in 
my working career because of technical 
knowledge "fun-learned" in Amateur Radio. 
Also, I was able to serve my country 
during World War II with the Radio 
Intelligence Division of the FCC, since I 
already was proficient at Morse Code and 
minimal training was needed." 

Without limited preemption, what is the 
future of Amateur Radio? John Spencer, 
ABQI, sums it up nicely: 

"If the FCC does not exercise this 
federal preemption I forsee a chilling 
effect upon the amateur radio service as 
local communities enact stricter zoning 
regulations against amateur radio opera- 
tors to prevent undue "interference" to 
the consumer electronic devices of other 
members of the community. This would 
result in fewer people choosing to enter 
the ranks of amateur radio operators in an 
effort to avoid this local confrontation." 


The ARRLY Letter 2 


(The ballots for ARRL Director and Vice 
Director were counted Tuesday, November 
20. At press time the exact vote counts 
had not been certified, however, a star 
indicates the apparent winners. (Unop- 
posed candidates were declared elected by 
the Executive Committee on August 26.) 
Check W1AW for the complete results. 
Central Division 
Director: 

Edmond A. Metzger, W9PRN* 
Vice Director: 

Kenneth A. Ebneter, K9EN 

Howard S. Huntington, K9KM* 
Hudson Division 
Director: 

George Diehl, W2IHA 

Linda Ferdinand, N2YL* 
Vice Director: 

Stephen Mendelsohn, WA2DHF* 
New England Division 
Director: 

Thomas Frenaye, K1KI* 

John C. Sullivan, WIHHR 
Vice Director: 

Richard P. Beebe, K1PAD 
Northwestern Division 
Director: 

M. L. Gibson, W7JIE 

Mary E. Lewis, W/QGP* 

Joseph N. Winter, WA7RWK 
Vice Director: 

Rush Drake, W/7RM* 

Robert S. Orr, KB/7CC 

Armand R. Pilotte, WA7IIM 
Roanoke Division 
Director: 

Gay E. Milius, Jr., W4UG* 
Vice Director: 

John C. Kanode, N4MM* 
Rocky Mountain Division 
Director: 

Lys Carey, K@PGM* 

Vice Director: 

Marshall Quiat, AG@X* 

Robert A. Scupp, WB5YYX 
Southwestern Division 
Director: 

Fried Heyn, WA6WZO0* 

Vice Director: 

Wayne Overbeck, N6NB* 

Karl Pagel, N6BVU 

Katherine F. Schaffstein, WA6FAH 

Adrienne Sherwood, WA6YEO 
West Gulf Division 
Director: 

Raymond B. Wangler, W5EDZ* 
Vice Director: 

Thomas W. Comstock, N5TC* 


NASA Says Yes to Project, But Delay Likely 


Q@ In a letter dated November 8, 1984, 
NASA Public Affairs Director Frank S. 
Johnson, Jr. informed ARRL President Larry 
Price, W4RA, and AMSAT President Tom 
Clark, W3IWI, of the acceptance of the 
joint proposal for Tony England to operate 
from space. The text of that letter 
follows: 

"As I am sure you will know, our re- 
spective staffs have. been working hard 
over the past few months to implement the 
joint proposal of the American Radio Relay 
League and the Radio Amateur Satellite 
Corporation for amateur radio activities 
on the 51-F/Spacelab-2 mission in April 
1985. 

"We at Headquarters completed our 
review of the proposal in September, de- 
termined that the space program and the 
public would benefit from our cooperation 
and directed the Johnson Space Center to 
develop a plan for conducting the activity 
to assess its technical and operational] 
feasibility. 

"The Space Transportation Systems 
Program Office at JSC is progressing with 
its evaluation, and at this point we see 
no reason that we will not be able to meet 
most, if not all, of your objectives. As 
on STS-9, the process of evaluating and 
testing experiment hardward and its inter- 
face with the rest of the orbiter contin- 
ues until shortly before flight; and there 


G ARRL has requested that the FCC allow 
automatic control of digital communica- 
tions above 30 MHz. The Petition for 
Rulemaking was filed on November 14. Here 
are some excerpts from the petition. 

"There are now... provisions for 
use of digital communications in the 
Amateur Radio Service. . The use of 
Computer Based Message Systems is a new 
aspect of amateur communications which 
should be encouraged, consistent with 
establishment of standards for good ama- 
teur operating practice. . . the level 
of amateur experimentation with digital 
communications has progressed to the point 
that automatic control of digital com- 
munications is both feasible and necessary 
to facilitate further development of such 


always remains the possibility that we 
will discover some unexpected incompati- 
bility or problem. We will continue to 
keep you fully informed of our progress. 

"Recognizing the limitations we have 
in making a firm commitment at this time 
to the amateur activity on the 51-F mis- 
sion, I nevertheless feel it is important 
that you begin arranging for the partici- 
pation of schools and clubs as outlined in 
your proposal. I suggest you develop a 
preliminary list of candidate participants 
which JSC can assess relative to the 
planned orbital ground track and mission 
timeline. The final determination of par- 
ticipating schools and clubs will depend, 
in large measure, on the time available in 
flight for the astronauts to operate the 
amateur radio equipment and the communica- 
tions coverage that is possible from the 
orbiter at these times. 

"Please let me know if you have 
questions or any further suggestions on 
handling the project." 

Although the letter states that 51-F 
is scheduled for April, long time NASA 
observers give little hope of that sche- 
dule being met. A problem with the pro- 
tective tiles on the Challenger has thrown 
a moneky wrench into the entire shuttle 
schedule. 51-F could be delayed until 
July 1985 or later. We'll keep you in- 
formed as this story develops. 


experimentation. 

" Of course, the authority to utilize 
automatic control of digital communication 
would not alter the primary responsibility 
of the station licensee for proper station 
operation. The League Board of Directors 
has adopted interim standards for good 
amateur practice for digital communica- 
LIONS a5 

"Given the heavy use of high frequen- 
cies (below 30 MHz), it is believed that 
manual control for digital communications 
is more appropriate (on those frequen- 
G1es) a4 

No RM-number has been assigned to this 
petition yet. We will keep you posted on 
the progress of this petition. 
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Information from UoSAT Program Manager 
Martin Sweeting, G3YJO, of the University 
of Surrey (England) indicates that the 
real-time frame clock on board UoSAT-OSCAR 
11 has gained about four seconds since it 
was reset on September 28; it is now 
running at UTC plus nine seconds. 

Meanwhile, the Z-axis spin-rate con- 
tinues to slowly increase on its own 
accord. Continued "de-spin" maneuvers 
will continue as needed. Telemetry indi- 
cates that the gravity-gradient lock re- 
mains stable. 

Digital communication calibration 
tests have been going on using the 435 MHz 
beacon with 1200 baud AFSK. The 435 MHz 
downlink is functioning well, running be- 
tween 750 mW to about 1 watt, consuming 
about 225 mA from the +14 volt unregulated 
power supply bus. Very strong signals 
have been heard from this beacon, and the 
1200 baud AFSK telemetry has been copied 
with little difficulty using modest ama- 
teur satellite equipment. 


An “editorial trip" is being made 
through Part 97 of the FCC rules. For one 
thing, the present lists of privileges for 
Extra and Advanced class licensees will be 
replaced by a chart which will also relate 
privileges to the ITU Region a U.S. ama- 
teur finds himself in. References to 
earlier license classes (e.g., Class A, 
Class B, Class C and Conditional) will be 
purged. The editing is expected to be 
made official by a straight Order of the 
Commission. 


q The University of Surrey (England) 
Electronic Engineering Department is 
offering a prize ( 100, approx. $130) to 
a student group that demonstrates the most 
successful utilization of the UoSAT-OSCAR 
9 satellite. The competition is open to 
all schools world-wide, and is intended to 
encourage using Amateur Radio satellites 
in educational situations. Submissions 
Should be in the form of a detailed report 
explaining the school's satellite program 
development, a description of the display 
and receiving equipment, computer software 
and the results of the experiments carried 
out. Photographs should be included, as 
well as graphic plots and computer dis- 
plays of data. The competition closes on 
December 31. Send the reports to the 
University of Surrey, Guildford, Surrey, 
England. 


4 The ARRL Letter 


4’ An amateur possessing a code credit 
certificate from a Volunteer Examiner was 
told by an FCC staffer at the San 
Francisco office that the certificate 
would not be recognized at the final FCC 
examination opportunity for Extra Class in 
November. ARRL Washington Area Coordin- 
tor Perry Williams, WIUED, looked into the 
matter; this statement was not a reflec- 
tion of FCC's policy in the matter. 


Editor's Note: This is the last issue 
that I will edit, because I've accepted a 
position in industry. Thank you for your 
loyalty, advice and suggestions. It's 
been challenging and fun. Please rest 
assured that the Letter will continue in 
the same vein. -- KBIN 


@ This list (released November 13, 1984) shows the last call sign in each 
group to be assigned for each district, as of the first of November 1984, 


i i ict Group A Group B Group C Group D 
peat Re Am. Extra Advanced Tech/Gen Novice 
NIQM KDOSZ N@FUC KAQTPG 
{ RD KB1PS N1DGX KAIMET 
2 NG2V KD2JM N2FEO KA2WCA 
3 KU3J KC3P0 N3ECJ KA3NGS 
4 AA4FW KI4UQ N4KYW KB4LVH 
5 NS5S KESTE N5HIX KASUVI 
6 WC6Z KG6LY N6OLEW KB6GWR 
7 NJ7U KE7BD N7GQB KA7TYE 
8 NK8A KD8U0 N8GCC KA8VLS 
9 NC9A KD9LM N9EVG KA9SOU 
N. Mariana Is. AH9D AH®AC KH@AG WH@AAG 
Guam AH2T AH2BA KH2BR WH2AEH 
Johnston Is. AH3A AH3AC KH3AB WH3AAC 
Midway Is. AH4AA KH4AD WH4AAF 
Hawa ii WH6U AH6FR NH6CK WH6BBE 
Kure Is. KH7AA 
Amer. Samoa AH8B AH8AB KH8AD WH8AAO 
Wake Wilkes Peale AH9AB KH9AB WH9AAB 
Alaska AL76G NL7EL WL7BEX 
Virgin Is. KP2L KP2AT NP2BE WP2AEB 
Puerto Rico WP4E KP4IA KP4LK WP4DUH 


fl The following ARRL-purchased Product Review equipment is for sale to the 
highest bidder. Prices quoted are minimums and reflect a discount from our 
purchase price. 

Sealed bids must be submitted by mail and be postmarked on or before 
December 26. Bids postmarked after the closing date will not be considered. 
Bids will be opened seven days after the closing postmark date. In the case 
of a tie, the highest bid bearing the earliest postmark will be declared the 
winner. The amount of the winning bid will be announced in The ARRL LETTER, 
Please clearly identify the item for which you are bidding, using the ; 
manufacturer's name, item model number and other identification number if so 
specified. Each item requires a separate bid and envelope. Shipping charges 
will be paid by the winning bidder, ruo wewington. Please address your bids to: 
Kathy McGrath, Product Bids, ARRL, 225 Main St., Newington, CT 06111. 


Item Mode] Serial No. Issue Minimum Bid 
1 Maggiore 121201235 August '84 $610 
HiPro MKI 
repeater 
2  Macrotronics RM1O0O 2566 June '84 155 


RTTY modem with 
Macrotronics RM200 
Apple software/ 
combination 


Note: Shortly after the Macrotronics RM-1000 review was published, we received 
information that leads us to believe Macrotronics is no longer in business. 
Attempts to reach the manufacturer by telephone have proved fruitless. If you 
intend to bid on this unit, you should realize there will in all likelihood be 
no manufacturer support for the product. 
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